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Tub two McDonalds Joseph E and Mtke

want tho convention to go to Chicago Tho
first named Is a gentleman

Mns Manilla RicKnn who was yestor
day appointed nn oxnmtnor In chaucory nnd

United States commissioner l said to bo tho
first woman over nppolntcdtoauch n position

It Is noted as a singular fact that Col BUI

Morrison tho Illinois candidate for presi-

dent

¬

wants tho democratic natloual conven ¬

tion held in St Louis What la tho matter
with Col UIU

Tiintonso commltteo on cominorco havo

finished n discussion which has lasted for

several weeks upon tho Reagan Interstate
commcrco bill It Is stated by mombors of
tho commltteo that a bill introduced by 11 r

Stewart which embraces tho good features of
Iho Itcagan bill nnd omits somo of Its Im-

practical

¬

provisions will probably bo roportcd
favorably to tho house

In tho debato on tho military academy ap ¬

propriation bill in tho houso yesterday tins

amlablo aud excellent gentlemen who nro
engaged in training tho chosen youths of tho
country in mathematics and military tactics
at West Point wore called snob by a

humorous member It is customary for
school boys who fail in their examinations to

call thoir toachors naughty names but this
postimo is rarely indulged in by gravo states ¬

man

It is announced that tho British govern-

ment

¬

has presented the ship Alert to tho
United States unconditionally for ueo In tho
Grocly rollof expedition Tho opportunity
for omulatlng tho courtesy of this nation iu
tho return of tho Rosoluto to Great Britain
having presented itself it has boen quickly
taken advnntogo of by England In way that
Trill bo cordially and gratefully appreciated
here Such acts of international generosity
aro to raro that thoy cannot fall to bo

productlvo of admiration and good feoling

Mother England has dono a graceful thing
in a royal way that will bo fittingly recog ¬

nized and remembored by tho peoplo of tho
United States It is sufficient to inspire tho
wish that it may fall to tho good ship Alort
to rescuo Lieut Greoly and his comrades

and bring them back safely to tho shores of
their country

Tnc text of Bismarcks communication in
returning tho Laskcr resolution being now

known every one is at liberty to form his
own conclusions 03 to tho real spirit of his
extraordinary courso It is courteous onough

in language but Tory clearly indicates that
ho doos not consider tho American houso of

representatives has any buslnoss to ask him
to convey its opinions on German politics to
tho Gorman parliament In fact ho un- -

dlsgulsodly intimates that our distin-
guished

¬

houso of representatives knows
nothing about German politics that would
justify it in passing an opinion Tho lan ¬

guage of tho communication is such as to re-

lievo
¬

tho act of any appcaranco of interna-

tional
¬

lnsultto thiscountry Tho conclusion

tho peoplo will bo likely to como to is that It
is a lesson congress would do well to lay to

heart as to tho valno of attending strictly to
its own business Our legislators havo moro

than they appear ablo to do in keeping our
own affairs in order and can safely leave the
authorities abroad to look after their own

TnE fact that several notoriously disrepu-

table
¬

persons attached themselves to tho Chi-

cago

¬

delegation that camo on to Washington
to pursuado tho democratic central commlt-
teo

¬

to send tho national convention to the
boreal city by tho lako should not milltato
against that plsco Chicago is tho only
western city with hotol accommodations
sufficient to accommodato a national con-

vention
¬

crowd St Louis and Cincin-

nati
¬

havo boen trlod and found wo

fully lacking in this very important
particular Tho limestono foundation upon

which St Louis rests is burning hot in June
July aud August Cincinnati is a bake ovon

in cummer Delegates will havo to sleep on

the streets if tho convention goos to Louis-

ville
¬

or Indianapolis Chicago is cool even in
tho dog days and its hotels aro largo onough

and numerous enough to tako caro of any
crowd almost Clearly Chicago is tho only

western city for national conventions of

olthor party Tub National Republican
charges nothing for this pieco of fr loudly ad- -

rice

Ahout this timo last yenr tho lower Mis

sissippi valloy was visited by o cyclone which

overturned everything in its path Ono town

in Mississippi was almost swept out of exist ¬

ence and others suffered Ids severely Prob ¬

ably fifty lives wcro lost and s vast araoun t
of proporty was destroyed Thoro were also

destructive storms in Texas Louisiana and
Arkansas and somo weeks later portions of

Micsourl Illinois and Wisconsin experienced

lilo visitations Tho series of cydonos

which passed over tho south Tuesday

wcro even moro violent than those of

last year aud reached a wldor ox

teut of country Haiti hall light

mug ud wind combined to produce

iiUrnilngoUVcU in many place i while such

objects a happened to bo in tho path of tho

wl liling oytlono whothor houses or men or

minimi- - viro swept nsldo The storm

uosied Alabama and Georgia on Tuesday af
rnoop nud taking tho route of Sbennnu
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march passed through South Carolina into
North Carolina on Tuosday night leaving
many wrecks In Its wako Iu tho

atato tho greatest damago was dono
Tho llltlo town of Rockingham was

overturned twonty throo persons
killed outright and raauy
wcro wounded It will bo somo
beforo all tho casualties aro known

wore
moro
days
Tho

telegraph wires in tho region visited by tho
storm woro blown down nud communication
has not yet boon fully restored All human
effort is poworleis in the prwonco of these
terrific exhibitions of tho disturbed forces of
tho olements and of lato years thoy aro be-

coming

¬

nlarmlngly frequent Tho wcathor
bureau can definitely locato tho area of low
prcssuro and tell us tho direction In which

it is llksly to move but even with this in-

formation
¬

it is prolty hard to keop out of tho
way of a whirling cycloue

KnrrsU nud Floods
It used to bo maintained that great floods

were in a certain sousa periodic Thoy oc-

curred
¬

at long intervals which woronpproxl
xnatcly of equal duration Tho causes which
produco floods aro constaut in their opera-

tion and undor ordinary conditions tho re-

sults
¬

will bo substantially tbo sama iu a
given scries of years In theso latter times
how over wo havo changed tho conditions to

such nn extent that outraged naturonolongcr
waits for tho periodic culmination of her ac-

cumulated
¬

forces but expends them with
prodigal profusion at times and seasons when

such phenomena aro tho least expected
Floods occur every year soniotlmos In tho

early winter nnd sometimes in tholato spring
nndnronlways attended with moro or less

destruction of property and occasionally

with loss of llfo

Prof T II Eglcston of this city in a re
cont paper discusses this euboct from a scien-

tific

¬

standpoint and finds no difficulty in
coming to tho conclusion that tho disastrous
floods of tho past thrco years have boon
caused by tho destruction of tho forests on

tho banks of tho rivers nnd on tho mountains
inwhlch they havo thotr sources His tlioory
although not now is strongly stated and is

fully borno out by recent oxporlcnco nnd

observation Evory person of mlddlo ago has

noticed that tho streams with which
ho was familiar iu boyhood havo

greatly shrunken in volumo of lato
years and that somo of tbo smaller
ones entiroly fail during tho summer
months For a fow wooks iu tbo spring a

flood of water rushos down tho channol and

overflows tho banks but after tho freshets
havo passed tho water constantly recedes from

tho scarred and wastod shore Deep wells

which woro formerly rogardod as novor

failing frequently go dry in tho summer
and tho old oaken bucket hangs idly from

tho windlass until tho spring floods rcstoro It
to its useful and poetic office This change
in tho habits of streams and springs Prof
Eglcston attributes entirely to tho wasting
of tho forests

Whero the trees have been growing for cen-

turies

¬

tbo fall and decay of tho leaves havo

formed a porous bed sovcral font thick which
absorbs and holds tho water Uko a sponge

Whether tho trcos grow on tho mountain Ride

in thovalleysoron tho banks of tbo rivers
tbo ground on which each ono stands becomes

a sort of reservoir which takes in tho rain-

fall

¬

and holds it until tho water porcolatcs

through tho spongy mass and finds

Its way to tho llttlo fissures which
lead to tho subtorrancan fountains
and springs This process Is slow

regular and constant and when rivors

nnd creoks aro fed only from this source

thero nro no floods nor is thoro such a dimi-

nution

¬

of volumo in tho dry season as causos

n water famine Tho woodman however

with his unsparing nx has denudod many of

tho mountains and hills of their natural cov

ering thero is no spongy mass to absorb and
distribute tbo rain fall tho wator dashes

upon tho hare hard earth and flows off ns

from a roof to tho nearest drain nnd a flood

in all tho neighboring streams soon ensues

It must not bo supposed however that
floods nro to bo attributed entirely to tho
bare hills Tho sudden melting of a groat

mass of snow often causos a rush of water far
boyond tho capacity of tho forests to absorb

and sweeping floods often occur from this
causo in tho great forest regions Tho ob-

struction

¬

of rivers by accumulated masses of

ico is also a frequent causo of overflow and
disaster Against tbeso operations of na¬

tures laws it is Imposslblo to provide bo

causo they aro caused by conditions which
nro beyond tho control of man It is main-

tained

¬

however as a gonoral proposition that
forests retain and dlstrlbuto tho rainfall in a

way that prevents floods and drouths As a
rulo floods aro less frequont in a thickly
wooded country and tho streams do not
dwlndlo away in summer

In tho castorn and middlo states tho ax
man has probably dono his worst unless per ¬

chance ho is permitted to slash down tho

Adirondack forests Tho tlmbor boaring

mountains of eastern Pennsylvania woro

robbed of their trees yoars ago by tho rapa-

cious

¬

charcoal furnaces but tho nnthraclto
era has sot in since then and iron is now

mado without tho consumption of wood A

now growth of trees now covers tho moun

tains and unless somo now demand is mado
upon them thoy will ero long perform their
accustomed olfico in tho economy of
nature In tho lumbor roglons howovor tho
reckless destruction of timber is still going

on and worso thau all tbo bark peeler is

following in the wako of tho lumborman nnd

is felling tho tree which thu woodman

spared stripping them of their bark nnd

leaving their baro trunks to rot on tho spot

where they fall A straugor passing over the
Philadelphia and Trio railroad from Will

iamsport westward cannot resist a fooling of

melancholy apprehension as ho coutomplates

tho prodigal and wanton wasto of timber
raused by tho lumbcrmon and bark peolors

In northern Pennsylvania Thero will como

a timo when those glgantio trcos would bo of
immense value If they had been loft stand ¬

ing
Legislation can do nothing In this matter

excopt to preserve tho forests ou tho public
domain and to encourage tho planting of

trees evory whore The peoplo should bo edit

rated up to a truo appreciation of tho office

which trees perforin In tho economy of na

ture A llttlo judicious instruction on this
point in the publlo schools might do a great
deal of good

A National Holiday
A fow of tho great of earth havo loft a famo

so enduring that every hundred years itmo
special notlco Is takon of tho day that gavo
them to mankind but the recognition whleh
theso benefactors of thotr raco rooolvo onco n
century Is accorded to Washington every year
Tho birthday of tho queou of England is colo
brstod throughout tho British empire but this
annual trlbuto of affection nnd loyalty
nttachos to tho rogal office and whon tho
queen dlos it will bo Instantly transferred to
tho porson who succeeds to tho crown Thb
nativity of cortaln of tho Christian father
who havo boon canonlsod by tho church of
Home is rogularlycolobratodby that church
but this is a religious sorvlco which fcnly
reaches n small pf Ion oven of tho Chrlstlaji
commnnlty Jji the proud distinction of
Washington thatelghty flvo years nftprliii
death fifty millions of pooplo bless tho day of
his birth

This fact nlono is sufficient to fix hlsplaco
on tho vory summit of fnmo No groatoj

trlbuto can bo paid to mortal man If thb
record of all that Washington did foj hip
country and for mankind should bo lost tho
traditional colcbration of his birthday would
porpotuato his namo through nil ogrs lis Is

tho ono conspicuous character in Amorican
history whoso merit is universally
admitted Tested by tho sqvero stand ¬

ards of tho present ago ho still
comes up to tho full staturo of a noblo man-

hood
¬

What he might havo dono If ho had
lived n century lator is a mattor of mero
speculation Thoro has boon tremendous
development iu all tho arts of civilization
slnco his timo and whotber ho would havo
boen tbo first iu war or tho first in pcaeo if
ho had holongod to tho generation that
saved tho union from dlsmomborment is
problematical but certainly ho possossod tho
oqual balauco tho calm fortitude the high
sonso of duty which distinguish tho great
men of ovory ago It was his good fortuno
to llvo atn timo when tho peculiar virtues
which ho possossd woro of moro valuo to his
country than tho highest military ganlus or
tho greatest forensic talouts All compari-

sons

¬

betweon him and tho great cavil and
military leaders of our own day aro utterly
fallacious bocauso tho ctrcumstaacos and
conditions havo entirely chaugod

Wo havo nono too many national holidays
aud it is entiroly proper that this ono should
bo celebrated in ovcry town nnd hamlot in
tho land To tho masses of tho American
peoplo a holiday is in itself nn ngrccablo ro
splto from oxactlng toll Whon to tho physi-
cal

¬

rest is added tho cultivation of a truly
patriotic spirit thq day becomes a blessing

It may bo doubted whether the qusrrcl bo
tweon Gen Boynton and Gon Kolfor is a
mattor of sufficient public consoquonco to
justify tho investigation now bolng made by
a commltteo of tho houso of ropresontatives
As everybody expected from tho first tho
disputo has scttlod down into a question of
veracity botwecn tbo two bolllgoronts tnd
tho inquiry of tho committee will dotormlno
nothing Gen Boynton is tho correspondent
ofnwldoly circulated nowspapor and if its
columns do not afford him sufficient space to
vindicato himself and punish his antagonist
ho can writo a book as ho did about

tho timo ho and Gen Sherman woro ongaged

iu sottliug cortaln disputed facts of his-

tory
¬

Gen Koiferisa membor of congress and
has tbo right to rlso to n question of priyl
logo whencvor his intogrlty as a legislator
is assailed If ho is not content with this
mode of dealing with tho chargos mado by a

nowspapor correspondent ho can go into the
courts for rodress and as a final resort ho

can carry tho case boforo his constituents
and ask them to pass upon his conduct A
Joint discussion betweon Gon Kcifor and
Gen Boynton would greatly onliven tho
coming campaign in tho eighth Ohio district

Mr Moeoans proposition to put state
bonds on a level with national bonds as a
security for tho redemption of national bank
circulation is not ono that would moot with
publio favor Tho peoplo of this couutry
havo as much faith in a national bank noto
as iu a greenback simply bocauso tho
security for paymout in each caso is

tho same Thero is nothing in tho his ¬

tory of stato bonds calculated to insplro
confidonco in their valuo as a socurlty
but thoro is a va3t deal to justify extromo

distrust Bopudlatlon of stato obligations
stains tho record of somo of tho northorn
states and almost without oxcoptlon is apart
of tho history of tho southorn states A

Massachusetts bond would no doubt bo a
safo socurlty but how about a Tonncssco

bond Hallway bonds would bo as safo so-

curlty

¬

as stato bonds

Mr Belfokd iutlmatod In tho houso yes ¬

terday that a bad grammarian may bo a good

soldier Wo do not know what historical ex ¬

amples Mr Bolford might havo brought for ¬

ward In support of his assertion but ho might
havo cited tho bad spelling of Napoloon

Bouapnrto aud And ew Jackson to prove a
knowlcdgoof orthogrothy is not a noccsJary

accomplishment iu a great soldier

Hedging
Chicago Scwi

It Is amusing to bear soma papers tell of tbo
flcrco struggto vfhlcu Is said to bo going on be
tween Chloito St Louis and Cincinnati for the
honor of gcttlug tbo national democratlo conven-
tion

¬

Tho truth Is that Chicago hui uudo no opn
bid for the convention she Is simply so to speak
tn tbo hands of Iter frlondi Her advantages aro
known to alluud tho will not ilemuan herself to
tho extent of goliu into a
scram bis with a lot of second class towns whoio
oxlsteuco seems toUopend upon securing thopa
tronago of a national convention to tide them
over tho dull summer season Chicago Is perfectly
wcllawaro that If tho national democrat o con
vention would bo a political moral uud social
suocets It must bo held tu Chicago Buo can
therefore afford to be dignified and reserved in
this matter St Louis and Cincinnati aro too small
picking for Chicago Now York and Philadelphia
are thu only game Chicago buuti and aha Is al
ways prepared for a wrostlo with them

-
Sir Iiniiu ami the President

Arm York Qrashit
I must go said Mr liana yesterday riling and

shaking tho residents band Sir said tho
President wish you would romalu I am not
oven lnellnod to accept tbo propoltlou that you
ought to go Thanks but I mint said Mr
Imua Very well said the President regret
fully WlUUm turn tho gentleman oat Nothing
else of extreme moment occurred
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TIIB NATIONAL
Tho sale of season tickets for Abboys

Italian opera which ended Tuesday nettod
over S000 and tho salo ofslngloBoats reaohed
tho simo flguros Tho lattor stlo Is still pro
gressing Faust is tho oponlng opera with
Jim a Nilsson as Marguerite Tho season
will last four days

jsionuay noxt iicnry Irving win open a
weeks engagement Salo of tlckots com
monccs this morning

iTlio colobratcd mlnstrol organization of
Barlow anil Wilson will appoar at tho
National ou Friday and Saturday ovenluga
of noxt week with a tnatlneo Saturday
Thoy aro too well known horo to rcqulro
comment

foiidb
A matlneo this afternoon at 2 oclock will

cnablu tha patrons of Fords opera houso to
sco tho Ilanlons Tho usual porformnnco to ¬

night and to morrow night and matluco to-

morrow
¬

nfternoon
On Monday Cliaflei Wyndham antf his

compauy from tho Vf itorlon thontor London
will open a weeks ongagcniont with A
Great DIvorco Cas and Lovos Dovlco
Tho merits of this company are unlvorsally
recogntzod Koaorved scats may bo procured
at tho box office

UXWAJIKANTKI IIY TUB PACTS

An Investigation Into the Cliar that
nn Knujllsh Spy Was Allowed to Tam¬

per lvltli the Malls
Tbo postmaster gonoral yostorday trans ¬

mitted to tho house of representatives tho ro
port of Inspector Major Sharpo nppolntod to
Investlgato tho charges against L A New
como of New York In his lottor of trans-
mittal tho postmaster gonoral says that ho
directed MaJ Sharpo chlof of Inspoctors to
obtain all Information showing or tending to
show that Mr Newcome had pormlttod n
British spy named OBrlou knowing him to
ba such to visit his ollicis whoro he
had unlimited opportunity to tampor with
and opou tho correspondence of American
morchants and lay his plans to ontrap men
somo of whom American citizens woro
subsequently tried in Liverpool and sen-
tenced

¬

to Imprisonment for life Whether
tho person calling Ihlmsclf OBrien says tho
postmaster general was or was not a British
spy thoro was no grounds for charglnu that
bo had access to tho mails of tho Unltod
States or was pormlttod to tampor with
thorn in any way MaJ Sharpo says in his
report that OBrlou was Introduced to Mr
Newoomo iu tho lattor part of May or first of
Juno 1833 as an Ltigllsh dotoctivo Thoro
was no ovldonce that ho was an English
dotccttvo other thau tho fact that ho was
Introduced as such and bis own statomouts
to parties subsequently Bolng allowed
to freqnent Newcomos offlca gave him no
opportuuity to pry into any persons mall
and thoro was no ovldeuco that ho was over
iu a position whoro bo could obtain posses
sion of tho mail belonging to tho postufilce
or that ho mado any proposals to tho post
ofllco officials to furnish him with any por
sons letters Tho propriety of Mr Nuw
comess action in bolug in such intimate
social rotations as ho was with a man about
whom he know so llttlo was doubtful but tho
statument that OBrion obtained access to
letters passing through tho Now York post
ollle by tbo aid or connlvanca of Inspector
Nowcoino or by any othor means was un-
warranted

¬

by tho facts

Make Them Settle
Tho bsuso committee ou Paclflo railroads

yesterday agreed to favorably roport n bill
prepared by Keprosentatlva Crisp which is a
substitute for bills introduced ou tho samo
subject to compol Paclflo railroads to pay tho
cost of surveying and selecting lands that
havo boen granted to thorn by act of congress
In default of paymont within sixty
days after tho passage of the proposed
act tho attorney gonoral Is dlrcctod to bring
snlt against tho defaulting roads Un-
til

¬

tho question of forfoituro of lands
granted to tho Northorn Pacific
road is determined by congress tha pro ¬

visions of tho bill acted upon cannot apply
to that railroad compauy About 350t0000
acres of laud bavo boon earned in good faith
by Paclflo railroads ono sovonth of which
havo boon patented Tho government has
surveyod over 20000000 acre and for this
eurvoy tbo railroads owo about 800000 Tho
passago of tho net will compel tho Paclflo
companies to pay taxos to tho states in which
tho land lias Of those states Kansas Ne ¬

braska and Colorado aro most interested
Tho Union Paclflo has earned about 13000000
acros of its grant 9000030 acres of which
havo been solocted leaving 11000000 acres
for which tho cost of survoy will havo to bo
paid Tho action of tho commlttoe will bo
reported to tho house Monday

Iotterls mid tho Mntls
Tho senato committee on postoQlcos and1

post roads had up for consideration yesterday
tho bill introduced by Senator Sawyer to pro ¬

hibit tho mailing of nowspapors and otbor
publications containing lottery advertise ¬

ments and to amend tho postal laws so as to
provide that tho postmaster general bo au
thorized to prohibit the delivery of roglstorod
lottors or tho paymont ol postal money or-
ders

¬

to persons engaged in conducting an
lottory gift entorprlso or schomu for tho dis
tribution or money or ot any roal or porsoual
iiroporty by lot cbanco or drawing of any

in conducting any othor schema or
device for obtaining money through tha
malls by means of falsa or fraudulent repre
sentations or promises No action was takUn
on olthor of tbo bills but it is oxpectod tiint
both will bo roportcd on favorably

The Grecly llcllef
It is learned that tho advonoo ship off tbo

Greely rollof expedition will ba tho Tbo Us

and that sho will bo under tho personal cuin-inand

of Commander Schley tho loader of iho
cxpodltlon It is thought that Lieut lirlol
Scbreo not Seabury as onnouucod will be
hor oxocutlvo officer Ltout Lmory Taunt
will olthor bo assigned to duty as navigating
otlkor of the Thetis or as oxccutlve officer of
ono of tho other vessole Lieut Bradbury it
is understood will bo tbo oxocutlvo of ono of
the vossols probably tho Bear Throo en-

signs
¬

now on special duty at tho Smithsonian
institution will be detailed to accompany tbo
expedition to mako scientific observations
Two of them will ho Ensigns Harlow nnd
Drcssol Commander Schley has gono to
Now York to attend tbo funoral cjremoniw
of tho Do Long party

AVnys anil Means Commltten Alerting
Mr E Ellery Andorsou a Brooklyn law-

yer
¬

prcsonted au argument boforo tbo com-

mltteo
¬

on ways and means yostorday against
the pretcctlvo system and tn favor of admit
ting all raw material froo of duty anU of
eventually UDOiisuing ino customs autios ou
mi urutiucis uxcihiii uu iuuso wiai nro nub nro- -

ducod in the United States ijuch as tea and
coffee IIo favored tho Morrison bill as a
move In tho right direction Ho was sarcas-
tically compllmontod by Hi Kolloy for tho
light which ho had thrown upon tho subjoet
and for tbo Important information which ho
bad given to tho comiutttoo Mr Jacob
Schoenbof of New Yorka manufacturer of
bttlmoral skirts and adis cloaks argued in
favor of froo raw materials

Cavalry Kiiviliiiimits
By direction of tho seerotary of war a board

of otllcurs to consist of ol William URoyall
lth cavalry MaJ Guy V Henry Oth cavalry
Capt Charles Bendiro 1st cavalry will as
somblo in this city on tho first day of March
1631 or assoon thereafter as practicable to
take into consideration certain improvements
iu cavalry equipment that will be referred
to tho board by tbo lieutenant gonoral of tho
army

A Kllly Charge
Dr Harnlltonof tbo marine hospital ser

vito was beforoftho house commltteo on pub-
llo

¬

health yesterday aud askod that tho
service ho represents bo continued in control
of thu appronAlatlonfor conducting tho quar ¬

antine service Representatives of the na-
tional

¬

board of health weru also boforo tbo
committee aiklng fur control of tho tamo art- - lynched

proprlation Mr Waring of tho national
board said that at tbo next meeting ho
would prefer charges against Dr Hamilton
for inefficiency in conducting tho marine
hospital sorvlco

KNOLANllS UKNKHOU3 ACT

The Alert Present the Unttril Stalest
by Hi fat Ilrltaln

Tho following communication explains tho
nation taken by tho United States in securing
tho British steamer Alort for uso in tho
Greoly rollof expedition i

Dkpaktmbnt ok State Washington Fob
21 1681 To the rreiitlrittt lit the search for
vossols sultsblo for tho expedition now pre ¬

paring to rollovo Lieut Greoly and his party
attention was early directed to tbo Alert
which is tho property of tho British govern ¬

ment aud was tho advanco ship of tho expe-
dition

¬

under Sir Goorao Nares It was
desired to sccuro this vessol as sho Is
peculiarly fitted for tbo Intended scrvico
nnd as tho Inspecting oftlcors rocommended
hor Mr Lowell was theroforo instructed to
ask whetbor sho could be spared for tha
service Information of tho wish
of this government having previously
and Informally reacbod tho British
admiralty a private intimation was conveyed
to tbo United States minister to tho cflrot
that tbo British government had not forgotten
tbo very ronsldurato conduct of this govorn
roont ou the occasion of tbo recovery of tha
liosoluto nud that should any suggestion
be mado that tho vessel would bo of uso to
tho cxpodltlon sho would bo presented The
Itosolute a vessel as tho President romom
bori formerly holonglnc to her majestys
navy having boen abandoned In tho Arctic
region was discovered and brought to tho
Unltod States by American seamen and
thereupon was purchased by this governmcut
of hor salvors repaired and returned to
Great Britain On hor arrival In England
the vessol was rccolvcd by tbo Queen In per-
son

¬

and tho officers of tho United Stato navy
who took tho ship thltbcro wortroatod with
ovory ulllulal aud porsonal courtesy

Tho government of her majesty has now
givon the Alert to the United States un-
conditionally

¬

with hor anchors chains and
such of hor equipment as can bo utilized

Itocognlzlng this graceful and opportune
act of courtosy on tho part of hor majestys
govornmont the undersigned to day in-

structed
¬

Mr Lowell as follows by tolegrapb
Her majestys government having pre ¬

sented to tho government of tho United
States tho ship Alort to aid in tbo rollof of
LlouU Grcelyfand his party you will inform
tho secretary- - of state for foreign affairs that
tho spirit which prompts this net of generosity
and this ovldeuco of sympathy with tho ob
ject in view receives tho highest appreciation
of tho President as It will that of tho people
of tho Unltod States

Tho President sends his cordial thanks for
tho opportuuo gift of this vessel which ho ac ¬

cepts in tho namo of tho United States and
which wllllbo used in the huinano ontorprlso
for which it is so peculiarly adapted Re
spoctfully submitted

FrtEDK TFltKLINOHBYEEN

IicivlU Call ou Minister West
Tho hcuso commltteo on foreign affairs

yesterday took up tho resolution offered by
Mr BruJnm of Pennsylvania which pro-
vides

¬

that tho houso shall instruct that com
mlttoolo mako inquiry as to whether any
foreign minister accredited to tho govorn ¬

mont of tho United States has ondoavorod to
nulllfytbo effects of a unanimous resolution
of this Ibouso by representations aflbctlng tbo
honorand integrity of its mombors

Mr Brumm appeared before tho commlttoo
for a few minutes and said ho was confldont
that ovldonco could bo obtalnod to justify
tho implied assertion of his resolution if tho
commltteo would obtain authority from tho
bousto send for pcrsonB and papers

Mr Howltt of Now York subsequently
in compliance with invitation camo boforo

tbocommlttee A very animated colloquy
took plnco between him and Mr Belmont of
Now York In tbo courso of which tho lattor
emphatically oxprossed his opinion that Mr
Hewitts call on the British minister shortly
aftortho passago of thoOlDonnoll resolution
was unwise and lnipropprv

Mr Hewitt In reply prcsonted to tho com-
mlttoo

¬

a lottor addrcssod to him by Minlstor
Wosi a few days after this visit in which
Minister West assorts that Mr Hewitt during
tho conversation which incidentally occurrod
at Uiat timo urgod prompt compliance by tho
British govornmont with tho roquest of tho
resolution concerning ODonnoll which Mr
Howltt had introduced and tho houso of rep-
resentatives

¬

had unanimously passod
Tho commltteo without roacblng any ac ¬

tion in regard to tho proposed resolution of
Inquiry adjourned until to day

The Illverilale Disaster
Messrs Falrchlld aud Matthews Unltod

States local inspectors of steam vessels at
Now York who wero appolntod to Investi ¬
gate tho conduct of Englnoor Taulman of tbo
steamer Blvordalo at tho timo cf the explo-

sion
¬

of tbo bailer of that stoamer have ro
yortod that thoy find that Taulman fallod in
the performance of his duty as required by
sections dill and 1119 rovlsod statutes for
wiiH nnrrllaftn rt thnv Iiava ttnannnrtnrl Yilc

hlconso indefinitely Thoy recommend tho
Icnactmont of a statuo or tha adoption of a
rulo by tho board of supervising Inspectors
roquinng an sioamuoat Doners nereauor
built to havo acloarspacobotwoon the bottom
of tho sholl and tho loworpart of tho Hues
sufficiently largo to permit tho onglneoror
others to mako a thorough internal examina-
tion

¬

of that portion of tho bollors of steam
vessels found dofectivo iu that of tho River
dalo

He Saw the Ijrnohilipt
Tho sonata in oxocutlvo session yesterday

took un tho nomination of George F Evans
to bo postmaster at Martiusburg W Va and
nftor an houreldiscusslon reached avototho
result of which was a tio Thereupon tho
sonate adjournod without action It is
charged that Evans was prcsont as tho lynch-
ing

¬

of a negro who had outraged and then
murderod a white woman Mr Evans ad ¬

mitted his presonco but declared that ho
was not a participant in tho lynching Tho
division it Is said was not entirely upon
party linos although both the west Virginia
senators being opposed to confirmation tho
weight of tho opposition camo from thoir
party friends Tho incumbent J N Wlsner
is oxertiug all his iulluenco against confima
tion

Au Important latciit Case
Tho socretary of tho interior yesterday

heard argument by counsel in the caso of
Edison vs Sawyer and Mann involving a
patent for incandescent olectrlo lamps Tho
decision of tho commissioner of patonts
awarded priority of invention to Sawyer und
Mann and Edison appealed from that de-

cision
¬

Mr Roscoe Conkllng appeared at tho
hearing for Edison aud Mr Broadnax of
Now York for Sawyer aud Mann

llond Call
Tho sccrotsry of tho treasury yestorday

nfternoon issuod a call for tho redemption of
10000000 3 per cont bonds The call will

mature May 1 noxt

He Didnt llellevc It
Ilat strett Keui

A private banker In a town In Wisconsin re-

ceived
¬

a call a few days ago from a stranger who
deposited S10 and thou turuod around aud askod
the banker for a loan of 80

Why1 sir I cant lend you any money ro
piled the banker

I tblnkyoucau Please tako timo forrcfleo
tlon

I dont want to reflect upon tho subject sir
Would a ruu on this bank damago you 850

worth
There will ba no run hero
Suppose thero wos
It Is too absurd to suppose Good day sir I

The stranger walked outdoors and tbe bank
closed lor tho day He entcicct a grocery and
stated that ho was a depositor and asked If tho
bank was bound llocntorcd a dry goods storo
and Inquired If tbo bard times might not pinch
the bank Hu enlored a drug store and ottered
bis certificate for 3 IIo met a lawyer and In-

quired If a receiver had been appointed to look
put for tho Interests of tho depositors Noxt
morning he was at tho door of tho bank ges
ticulating aud mentlug aud behind him wero
tcvculy flro or e ny citizens Ucforo neou tho
bank mss cleaned out and Us doors closed and au
tx private banker wassklpplugout to avoid being

v

CURRENT OOBSIP

TCASIUrrOTONS TlHtTIIDAY
When Heaven grants to earth a ton

Who fur outranks bis brothor clay
To tell his fame and honors won

Wo r6t apart his natal day
Tho day recalls us for a time

From our own lives and selfish thought
Tn thoughts of others more sublime

Whoso lives with neblerdecds were fraught

In olden times when tbera appeared
A hero who by noble deeds

Himself to glory has endeared
As one whoso heart for others bleeds

Death was to him n sparkling stream
Which bo must stop but lightly oer

To take bli place and lit supromo
Among tho gods fur evermore

This day docs not recall to earth v
A demt god from heavsnlr seines

But a true man of manly vbrth
Whose faults perchance his greatness screen1

A man of human hopes and ftjars
A man of wisdom sod of strength

A man whose praise the nation hears
To day throughout Its breadth aid length

No sickly sentimental rralio
Should strive to and lo Ms renown

Nor man their hands and voices raise
To worehlpbr bestow a crown

But honor him as oho whose llfo
Deserves our emulative love

Ono who from scenes of earthly slrift
lias gone to his reward above

Ills deeds on earth in truth wcro great
Their powor the world will ever foci

It was his glory to create
And lo confirm a natloni weal
Tfsnjt thowhoto of life to llvo
May his example never cost o

To wield a power oor hearts and give
Its aid to liberty and peace

T F PtnnU
A riAnn that was born in tho court houso at

Lawrthceburc lid ou Sunday has been christ ¬

ened Ohio yinod WsUlngfoid
Tut Washington Pork club of CHIcagohas

sold tho peeling and book making privileges tor
its Inaugural meeting at 51405 per day

HedrvM Alden tho editor of Iarperf
Mcnlhlu nnd Ueorge WllllamCurlletheidltorof
tbo UaUyoro paid 10400 a year caoh

TiN thousand copies of tho firstedttion of
the Queens Diary vere sold tho first day The
rcci nd edition will ba icady by tbe end of tbo
month

A vac siHirE pf tho diamond necklace of
Lady Dudley of England has been raado by a
New York Jowolcrfor a lady of that city It la
worth over 520000

i
The vast stream of emigration from Ger-

many
¬

is being directed In somo degreoby a so-
ciety which alms to procure Information for its
members and to forward them cheaply to desira-
ble

¬

homes Trio society has 100 lodges and about
suuw nctivo momuers

Mn Lono was called the hand shaking
cattlosbow governor of Massachusetts Mr Rob-
inson

¬

though not two months in the chair al ¬

ready Is mentioned as tbo governor who trips tho
light fantastle toe He is distinguishing hlraseir
by attending all the swell balls

In a letter to a Nashville friend Mr Don
can V Cooper now In New York states that the
mlno in Mexico formerly belonging to

Marsh T Tolk has been sold to New York
parties fora round 1000000 The new company
will take possession of tbo property In April

A New York Jowelor has on oxhlblllon a
brilliant rubywbkh nolchs tru and a half carats
It is a spread stono of a peculiar oblong abape
It originally belonged to a rajah from whom It
was bought by an European potentate for a prima
donna who wont to Chlcego and was compelled
to sell her Jowcls lo pay her bills

It appears from a work soon tobe published
by Louis Pagan tbo author of a well known llfo
of Fanlzzt that tho British museum possesses tho
only authentic manuscript of rtaphaol tbe manu ¬

script being a soncot written on a sheet contain-
ing

¬

sketches for some of tbe flguros In tbo Dis-
pute

¬

of the Facrnmcnt which was painted in the
Vatican about tho year 1608

Avoon Kuan who sought to become ths
successor of Shero All toolc tiphlsabodo at Methed
when he was driven out of Afghanistan Then ho
went to Teheran whero tbo sbah received htm
kindly and granted him a pension of 51750 a
month But now for no apparent reason he has
given up homo ana subsidy ond Bono with his
household of 230 persons to Bokhara It Is bus- -
pected that he has some political Intrigue in view

A HECENT lottor from Florida says that no
doubts can be entertained at to tho rapidity and
permanenco of now settlements in Florida Tboy
are springing upas ifbymaglo all over the length
and breadth of tbe land and prices are obtained
for town lots which would appear almost fabulous
In many of tho old cities of the east It Is claimed
ond perhaps not very erroneously that the popu-
lation

¬

of the stalo has nearly doubled slnco tbo
census of 1680

There is nothing at prcsont known that
can displace the carbon In electric lights Tho
carbon for the voltalo aro system aro mostly made
at Clovelond and cost 550 a thousand for tho
incandescent light carbonised bamboo linen
thread audeardboard are used Tbo base of tho
CloYoland carbona is petroleum cake It Is ground
flue then mixed and pressed under boavy
hydraullo prcssuro to glvo It adhesiveness Tho
process Is partly a sccrot ono

A PAltTV of Bostonians who visited London
last summer took occasion to go over to Chelsea
upon a pious pllcrlmago to the bouse of tbe lato
Thomas Carlylo On tbo door of tbo house which
stands next to the historic mansion was a largo
placard boaring tho pathotlo legend No ques-
tions

¬

about Mr Carlylo answered here Pleaso do
not ring Tho torture which tbe tnnopent family
must havo undcrgono boforo resorting to so ex
tremo a messuro It Is heartrending to think of

A rruvATE noto from Eugone Field for
merly of tho Chicago Infer Ocean but now itiner ¬

ant lecturor for Warners Safo Kidney Cure an
nounces that ho will rcaoh Washington from
Bladcusburg some day next week Mr Field Is
iravellngovcrthocouiitry In a handsomely palntod
wagon stopping at different places discoursing
eloquently to the people of each place upon the
merits of Iho kidney cure Mr Field Is accom
panied on bis eastern tour by Mr John Italian
tync of tho Chicago church choir who is ono of
tbo finest vocalists on earth

Tim publio will recall tho killing of W H
Ilavtrstlck a Now York broker by George W
Conkllng who came from tbe west to do the deed
because his sister Mrs Krama Ublor bad left her
husband to live with Huverstlck Topularsen
tlment set so strongly with Conkllng that ho was
acquitted of murder and posed as an avenging
hero Now comes the scquol The woman went
west with her brother but soon tired of homo life
came east lived a low life at New York and Is
dead from poison administered by herself Tha
miserable story convoys many lessons and one of
tbemlslbat mature women are equally respon ¬

sible with men for their forcers

Aritoros of Gambottas facility In speak ¬

ing on tho Inspiration of tbe moment tbe follow-
ing

¬

anecdote Is told While Journeying one day
with a young deputyfrom Paris lo Versailles ho
said Do not speak id me I have a long and
Important speech to make wbloh I have not even
had time to think over Tho silence however
remained unbroken Whon at last bis friend
looked be saw that Gambotta was not deep iu
thought but fast asleep nor did ho wake till they
reached Versailles When reminded of tho speech
be had intended to preparo he only laughed and
shrugged bis shoulders In theevsnlng however
he dellvored a speech as splendid and finished aa
If he had made voluminous notes and careful
preparation

The Fronch academy has now thlrty olght
members Ihey aroMlgnet tbe historian Victor
Hugo M Nisard tbe Duke de Noalllet Ernest
Legouve the Coupt de Falloux Erulle Angler ho
Duke do Ilrogllo Octave leulllet Camilla Doucet
Cavllller Flcury the Count dHaussonvllIe Xa
vlor Marmlcr Camilla Routset VIel Castcl Me
tleies Alexandra Dumas Caro Jobn Lemoiqne
Jules Blmon Gaston Bolssler Vlctorlen Sardou
Brnett Rcnon Henri Talnc tbo Duke dAudlQret
Patquler Eugene Lablcho Maximo du Camp
Houset ljully rrudhomme Pasteur Victor Cher
bullet Mgr Porraud Edouard Pallleron tho
DukedAumalc Erallo Olllvler J D Dumas Da
Mazado and Edmond About On Feb St tbe elec ¬

tions for the two vacancies will tako place
Prancols Coppee tho poet Is a csndtdato without
specifying for which chair wbllo De Losseps
Walleuand Oscar da Valloe will compete for tbo
chair leltracaut by tbo death of Msttln tbehll
toilsn


